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where prior notice is not given, the Director or designee shall be contacted as soon as is 
reasonably possible regarding any SWAT response.   

D. Notice to Commissioner.  The AST Director or designee will notify the Commissioner of 
all activations of SWAT as soon as possible.    

  
   

    
   

    

    
   

    
  

    

    

    
  

233.320 TEAM CALL OUT  

A. Requests for SWAT response made through Detachment Command.  All requests for 
SWAT response must be made to the SWAT Commander  through the Detachment Commander 
or Deputy Commander who will review the facts to determine whether SWAT response is 
required.  If the request is being made in an area that does not have a team, the request will go 
through the closest SWAT Commander (s).  All requests will be sent up the chain of command 
to the appropriate commander.  The Director’s Office will be notified as soon as possible of the 
request for activation.  If a disagreement occurs on whether SWAT should or should not be 
utilized, the Director’s Office will serve as the final arbiter.   

B. Utilization of on Duty SWAT Members. Detachment Commanders and Deputy 
Commanders may send SWAT trained members not in SWAT uniforms to a patrol call, and 
some SWAT equipment may be used by trained and authorized personnel on a patrol call, but 
the use of an Armored Vehicle  or any members in SWAT uniforms for an incident will always 
be deemed a SWAT callout and will require notification of the SWAT Commander, appropriate 
Detachment Commander or Deputy Commander, and Director’s Office. 
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233.340 ACTIONS AFTER A SWAT INCIDENT  

A. All personnel to report for debriefing.  All personnel present at or involved in a SWAT 
incident must report to the Incident Commander or SWAT Commander for a tactical debriefing 
upon being relieved or dismissed.  If an individual is dismissed from the incident they will be 
instructed regarding the requirement of completing a supplement report and reporting to the 
case officer in a timely manner.   

B. Group debriefing to be held.  At the conclusion of a SWAT incident, the Incident 
Commander or SWAT Commander  shall conduct a tactical and or stress debriefing.  All 
personnel involved in the incident will be required to attend.  The case officer assigned to the 
incident will be notified of any debriefings and be present.     

C. Involved personnel to complete written reports.  All personnel involved in an incident 
will be required to complete a supplement report documenting their observations and any 
actions taken during the incident unless advised otherwise by the case officer assigned to the 
incident.   
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233.350 USE OF FORCE  

Use of force during a SWAT response must be in compliance with DPS policy (OPM Chapter 
107).  SWAT members must qualify on the appropriate course of fire detailed in OPM Chapter 
232 with each weapon carried or used during operations.   

233.360 INSIGNIA  

A. Establishment of SWAT insignia.  The SWAT Insignia shall be crossed rifles with the 
small AST badge centered at the junction of the rifles.  In memory of Trooper Troy L. Duncan, 
killed by hostile fire during a SWAT mission, the SWAT insignia is known as "Duncan's Bones."   

B. SWAT members authorized to wear insignia.  Upon meeting the requirements 
described in the SWAT SOP, active team members will be permitted to wear the insignia as 
detailed in OPM Chapter 102.   




