
Skin Cell Evidence 

 
 
 

• Skin (epithelial) cells are potentially relevant in most types of crimes. 
The laboratory does not screen for epithelial DNA. Samples are 
typically collected by swabbing an item and sending the swab on for 
DNA analysis. Items sampled vary from swabs from an individual’s 
body where forceful skin to skin contact between individuals may 
have occurred, to swabs of items thought to be handled extensively 
by an individual.  
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