
 

Alaska Law Enforcement Significantly Increases Illegal Drug Seizures in 2024 
Trooper Led Task Force increased drug seizures by 76% from 2023 to 2024 

January 23, 2025 (Anchorage, AK) – The Alaska State Trooper’s Statewide Drug Enforcement Unit 
(SDEU) released its annual drug report highlighting trends in illegal narcotics trafficking within the state. 
Troopers seized 1,262 pounds of illegal narcotics across the state including approximately 42 million 
potentially fatal doses of fentanyl.  

Highlights from 2024 Annual Drug Report:  

• There was a 76% increase in the total amount of illegal drugs and alcohol seized by SDEU from 
2023 to 2024, including an 89% increase in methamphetamine seizures and a 57% increase in 
heroin seizures. 

• SDEU made 175 unique drug and alcohol arrests across Alaska in 2024. 
• The U.S. Postal Inspection Service and Alaska State Troopers established a task force in 2024 

that allowed Alaska High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDTA) law enforcement officers to 
help identify and interdict narcotics being sent or received through the mail.  

• International drug trafficking organizations (DTOs) continue to gravitate towards Alaska’s 
lucrative drug market, looking to exploit remote areas because of high demand and costs. 

“One of the core missions of the Alaska State Troopers is to disrupt and dismantle drug trafficking 
organizations operating in Alaska, and in 2024 we increased our efforts resulting in an increase of drug 
seizures statewide,” said Alaska Department of Public Safety Commissioner James Cockrell. “Your 
Alaska State Troopers will continue to work with our local, state, and federal law enforcement partners 
to hold those that deal deadly drugs accountable for their actions and work around the clock to stop 
dangerous drugs such as fentanyl from entering Alaska to wreak havoc on our communities.” 

The 2024 Annual Drug Report is available online at: 2024 Annual Drug Report (alaska.gov) 

The Statewide Drug Enforcement Unit is made up of six regional task forces: Southcentral Areawide 
Narcotics Team, Fairbanks Area-wide Narcotics Team, Southeast Alaska Cities Against Drugs, Western 
Alaska Alcohol and Narcotics Team, Mat-Su Narcotics Enforcement Team, and Anchorage Airport 
Interdiction Team. Each regional task force is comprised of Alaska State Troopers, local police officers, 
and federal law enforcement agents. Additionally, Alaska has four High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area 
(HIDTA) initiatives. 

https://dps.alaska.gov/getmedia/b8e3a715-fbf7-4b2a-9629-7252246bf184/2024-Annual-Drug-Report.pdf


If you have information about drug trafficking occurring in your community, please consider reporting it 
to your local police department or the Alaska State Troopers. Tips can also be submitted anonymously 
though the AKTips smartphone app or online at https://dps.alaska.gov/tips.  
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