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Western Alaska Flooded with Books

(BETHEL, Alaska) — On Tuesday June 7, 2011, Badges-and-Books launched its first patrol on the Lower
Kuskokwim River. Alaska State Troopers, U.S. Marshal Service and the Village Public Safety Officer
Program (VPSO) conducted the first of many boat patrols handing out children’s books along the river
systems in rural Alaska. The focus of this program was to visit traditional summer fish camps and
contact as many children in those camps as possible. During the contacts Alaska State Troopers, U.S.
Marshals, and VPSOs handed out reading books. The objective is to build positive relations and provide
opportunities for rural children of Alaska to get to know law enforcement in a different light.




Photo: Chief Deputy Marshal Marc Otte, Capt. Steven Arlow, Trooper Perry Barr, Deputy Marshal
Sonny Caudill (taking the Photo) with children from the village of Tuluksak, AK receiving badges-and-
books gifts.

The patrol started in Bethel, AK and continued up the Kuskokwim river system and sloughs to Tuluksak,
AK. Though fish camps were not heavily populated yet the program had some success in a few fish
camps. A stop in Tuluksak provided for several children to visit the U.S. Marshal’s patrol boat. Officers
handed out books, snacks and other small law enforcement momentums.

The day’s event was received well by the children and parents and will continue throughout the summer
on both the Yukon/Kuskokwim Delta’s.

Photo: Young boy from Kwethluk,AK at fish camp on the Kuskokwim reading after receiving a badges-
and-books gift.

Books N Badges is a cooperative effort between Alaska State Troopers and the United States Marshals
Service. The program would not be successful without the generous support of GCl and Northern Air
Cargo.



