
(WILLOW, Alaska) – Alaska State Troopers will be at the start of the Last Great Race to 
interact with the public and provide crowd and traffic control by a variety of ways that will 
for the first time include a trooper sled dog team. Prior to the 2 p.m. restart of the Iditarod 
Trail Sled Dog Race in Willow on Sunday, Alaska State Trooper Terrence Shanigan will 
use this historical method of law enforcement patrols on the trails surrounding the restart 
by driving a team of six dogs provided by Barking Lot Kennel in Willow. Shanigan will 
use one of two custom made sleds built by Alaska Wildlife Trooper Thomas Akelkok. 
Meanwhile, other troopers will patrol the area around Willow Lake on foot, snowmachine 
and patrol cars on Sunday. Five Alaska State Troopers and two Alaska Wildlife Troopers 
will patrol the area on snowmachine and foot. Four troopers from the Alaska Bureau of 
Highway Patrol will conduct traffic enforcement along the Parks Highway near mile 70 
where the majority of the traffic will congregate for the restart on Sunday.  

The use of sled dog teams has a historical significance throughout rural Alaska. It served 
as a primary mode of transportation and a means to move supplies from one location 
to another. The Alaska State Troopers also have a rich history in Alaska beginning in the early 20th century. It was 
common for Alaskan law enforcement officers to use dogsled teams to get from one place to another in the days before 
snowmachines. 

For this modern version, Akelkok’s sleds are outfitted with red and blue flashing 
LED style lights and a sled bag with trooper logos and badges on each side. The 
sled bags contain necessary patrol equipment such as a flashlight, first aid kit, 
ticket books, cell and satellite phones, digital camera, portable radio and extra 
batteries. Using the dog team, Shanigan will take an active role in patrolling the 
local trail system where the public lines up and stages to watch the dog sled teams 
as they pass by. The patrol will end before the race starts at 2 p.m. to ensure the 
team doesn’t interfere with the race. Shanigan, a trooper from the Talkeetna post, 
has been training dogs with kennel owner Lance Best since November. Three of 

the dogs, including two lead dogs, are Iditarod finishers with Martin Buser pedigree. The other three dogs are veterans 
of the competitive mushing circuit. Both Shanigan and Akelkok, who are members of the AST Rural Recruitment 
Team, put in a lot of personal time and effort into this endeavor. Both are Alaska Natives who grew up around dog 
mushing. Shanigan has logged more than 230 hours of training for the event. Akelkok and Shanigan will bring the two 
sleds to display at the ceremonial start in downtown Anchorage on Saturday.

Because of the popularity of this event that brings spectators from around the world, 
motorists should be aware the highway along 
Willow Lake will be highly congested with 
both vehicles and pedestrians. Alaska State 
Troopers ask motorists to slow down and be 
cognizant of people crossing the highway. 
As always, AST encourages all motorist and 
passengers to buckle up while in a vehicle and 
don’t drive while impaired. 

###

Alaska State Troopers’ Iditarod 
Patrols to Include Sled Dog Team

March 5, 2010

Beth Ipsen, AST Public Information Office Desk: (907)269-5654 Cell: (907)347-0638


